
Colorado Cave Survey Meeting 
7:00 pm, Thursday, June 20, 2013 
Home of Mary Klaus 
7975 S. Newland Ct. 
Littleton, CO  80128 

 
 
 

Meeting Agenda 
 
Attendees 
Derek Bristol (FRG) 
Kevin Manley (FRG proxy) 
Rick Rhinehart 
Donald Davis 
Carey Hunter (TG – 2 votes) 
Todd Warren (SCMG – 2 proxy votes) 
Mary Klaus 
Jon Schow 
Robyn Bathurst 
Jim Lawton (NCG – 2 votes) 
Ken Dageforde (RCG – 2 votes) 
 
There was no representation from CG or CWSG, but with proxy votes there was a 10 out 
of 14 vote quorum; however, there were no motions or votes during the meeting. 
 
USFS Region 2 – Cave Access Review 
There have been no new developments in the cave access policy since the last CCS 
meeting. Discuss how the Exception #6 access has been going and any new ideas for 
actions the CCS might take to further improve the situation. 
 
This was discussed but no new proposals or actions were brought forward. The 
general consensus is that the process is working well for most who have applied for 
access. A few caves with maternity activity such as Premonition and Powerline have 
not been permitted, but most caves, including Groaning, Fixin’, Spring, Fulford, 
Spanish, etc. have been allowed. 
 
The USFS Region 2 proposed adaptive management plan is expected to become the 
new long-term policy when the current closure order ends at the end of July. The 
CBD has appealed the proposed policy, but it is not believed that any new 
information was offered as part of that appeal, so the proposed policy will most 
likely be adopted. This would take most caves in Region 2 from a closed status with 
access only allowed through exceptions to an open status. 

 
Colorado Cave Survey Files 
The work to reorganize, catalog, and create a digital archive of the CCS files is complete 
and copies of the archive have been provided to each of the CCS grotto representatives. 
There is a small stack of documents that were removed from the files because they 
probably don’t belong. There are also some original survey notes of Wind Cave that 
should probably be donated to WICA. Finally, there is a rather large stack of duplicate 
material (mostly maps and newsletters) that should be recycled or donated to grottos. 
This material should be reviewed by the CCS membership before purging from the files. 



 
There was agreement to allow the original sketch notes of Wind Cave from the early 
60’s to be sent to Rod Horrocks at WCNP. The duplicate information from the files was 
brought to the meeting and some of the CCS reps took some of these copies for their 
personal use. The remaining material was taken by the NCG. 

 
Discussion needed on long-term archiving strategies, standards for contributing material, 
and handling of requests for copyrighted material. Also, the CCS is looking for someone 
interested in leading an effort to make the content of the files more comprehensive (e.g. 
collect missing publications, solicit survey data and maps from cavers, etc.). 
 
The need for a CCS Files coordinator was discussed. Anyone interested in helping to 
manage and improve the files is welcome to apply. 

 
Previously members of NCG proposed opening full access to the files to all grotto 
members. We also began a discussion on possible locations for keeping the physical files 
to allow better access for cavers. No decisions were made on these items but further 
discussion can take place. 
 
No new actions were proposed. The NCG now says that the current policies around 
access to the CCS files seem to be working well. All those at the meeting seemed to agree 
that access is much improved and that voting on allowing copying information from the 
files is a policy that should probably remain in effect. 

 
LaSunder Cave Management Plan 
There have been no new developments regarding updates and proposed changes to the 
management plan. Kim Miller, of the CRVFO of the BLM, has committed to working on 
the revised management plan in 2013. 
 
Derek committed to contacting Kim to see about moving this process forward. 

 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife Bat Surveys 
Biologists with CPW have been conducting external and internal bat surveys as well as 
using data loggers to collect bat acoustic and microclimate information from various 
caves and mines around the state.  They periodically request help from the caving 
community to lead these trips.  Discuss issues and opportunities to contribute to these 
survey efforts. 
 
This was discussed briefly and caver support of this effort has been very beneficial in 
providing the data needed to support management policies on public lands that allow 
cave access during the WNS crisis. Anyone interested in supporting these studies can 
send these requests to Derek and he will forward them on to the appropriate 
biologists. 



CCS Managed Caves 
 

Groaning Cave 
Discuss management plan renewal, reinstating annual reports, waiver management, etc. 
 
Cave access to Groaning was reviewed. Dennis Laird is moving so lock combination 
management will be managed by Mary Klaus from Denver. A few trips have taken place 
already this year with good success. A USFS authorization letter is needed before following 
the traditional access procedures. All of this information has been updated on the 
Groaning page of the CCS website.  http://www.coloradocavesurvey.org/CCS_Groaning.html 

 
LaSunder Cave 
Review new access rules for 2013. 
 
This was discussed briefly. There have been two trips so far in 2013. 

 
Fly and Marble Caves 
Discuss rules and concerns over unauthorized access, gates being left unlocked, and 
safety concerns with young children in Marble.  

There have been a series of problems with the locks being found unlocked. It was 
acknowledged that the operation of the locks may be confusing. Derek will put together 
an instruction sheet, and the access coordinators will try to explain and remind trip 
leaders of the locking process.  
 
It has been reported that a short aluminum ladder has been left just inside the Marble 
gate to allow safer descents of the final vertical drop by some visitors. This ladder is 
reportedly being stashed out of the way in between trips. There was a consensus that this 
is acceptable and doesn’t present a safety risk. Any hand lines that are brought into either 
cave should be removed when exiting. There are two fixed hand lines in Marble that may 
be left in place, and these will be replaced by Derek in the near future. 
 
There was some discussion about reported concerns regarding safety of young children 
visiting Marble Cave. There was a consensus that this is best left to the judgment of the 
trip leaders and that no new policy, such as a minimum age, is necessary. 
 
The access management team is: 

Rick Rhinehart (liability waiver coordinator) nss@rockymountaincaving.com 
Lydia Reynolds lydiamreynolds@yahoo.com 
Jonny Slumpff jonny@answergurus.com 
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Active Committee Reports 
 

Colorado Cave Archive 
This committee was dissolved at the last CCS meeting at the request of the committee 
Chair. 

 
Clear Creek Canyon Project 
Goal:  Develop a relationship with Jefferson County Open Space regarding cave 
management, and promote exploration and conservation in Clear Creek Canyon. 
 
There has been no new activity, but a temperature logger / evaporimeter maintenance trip 
to CJs is needed soon. 

 
Project members: 
Kevin Manley (chair) kevin.manley@colorado.edu 
Dan Castellari cavesr4all@yahoo.com 
Dave Lambert cavelambert@gmail.com 

 
Topics from the floor 

 
Next meeting 
This will likely be in Sept-Oct, 2013. Any offers to host? 
 
Kristen Levy offered to host the meeting in Fort Collins. 

 
 
 

Officers of the Colorado Cave Survey 
 

Chair Derek Bristol derekbristol@comcast.net 
Vice-Chair Kevin Manley kevin.manley@colorado.edu 
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Voting Membership of the Colorado Cave Survey 
(Please inform the Survey of any changes at your respective grottos.) 

 
 

Colorado Grotto Chair: Rick Speaect rick@perryandterry.com 
Survey Rep: Stuart Marlatt stuart_marlatt@comcast.net 

 

Front Range Grotto President: Dave Schmitz dschmitz007@yahoo.com 
Survey Rep: Derek Bristol derekbristol@comcast.net 

 

Northern Colorado Grotto Chair: Kristen Levy kblevy@comcast.net 
Survey Rep: Jim Lawton quinoa@frii.com 

Southern Colorado 
Mountain Grotto 

Chair: Jerry Ales  
Survey Rep: Jeff Polk polk@delos.com 

 
 

 

Timberline Grotto Chair: Keneka Newton cavekids@comcast.net 
Survey Rep: Carey Hunter mushmc20@netzero.com 

Colorado Western Slope 
Grotto 

Chair: Ken Headrick cavejunkie@muchomail.com 
Survey Rep: Tonya LeMoine cavertonya@gmail.com 

 

Red Canyon Grotto Chair: Tony Clementi ynotgocave@gmail.com 
Survey Rep: Ken Dageforde kadag10@juno.com 

 
Cave Survey Communication 

 
The Colorado Cave Survey maintains an extensive website at: 
www.coloradocavesurvey.org 

 
A Google group is maintained for making announcements and discussing CCS 
business. An email sent to the group automatically goes out to everyone subscribed. For 
those interested, this is the best way to keep apprised of what is going on with the CCS. A 
person can unsubscribe without assistance whenever he or she wishes. To subscribe, 
please email derekbristol@comcast.net 
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