
Agenda for the Colorado Cave Survey Meeting

February 6th, 2005  7:30pm

Home of Carl and Amy Bern

Red Mountain Ranch Park Gypsum Karst

A proposal by Donald Davis, Fred Luiszer, and Carl Bern to investigate the gypsum karst contained in the future park was approved by Larimer County Parks and Open Lands.  LCPOL would like a report and maps of any caves discovered in time to be considered during the writing of the park management plan which will occur this summer.  The first visit to the karst will happen Feb. 25th and include Chris Andrews from the Northern Colorado Grotto.  Bob Stucklen and Chris flew over the property last week for an aerial reconnaissance and discovered a second sink of significant size.
Lasunder Cave Management Plan


Kay Hopkins and the Glenwood Springs BLM office are currently overwhelmed by a pilot program to expedite drilling applications during the current petroleum boom.  They are hiring 20 new staff.  Kay is covering the work of two recreation planners right now.

The human impact survey conducted by Carl Bern and others in November is being folded into the Environmental Assessment.  This and the management plan will go out for review to interested parties (including CCS) one more time.  Per a discussion with Jim Goodbar (BLM) Kay is scrapping the MOU between CCS and BLM and writing up an Assistance Agreement instead.  The AA is similar, but will allow increase flexibility and the ability to transfer funds. 

There is another call for grant requests related to caves and karst on BLM lands.  This is how the Lasunder Rescue Cache was funded.  We should brainstorm any additional funds needed for management of Lasunder such as better bolt cutters and a means of storing them.  Bags of concrete remain to be removed from the cave.
Fly and Marble Caves


Installation of the Marble Cave gate is almost complete, just a little bit of welding and cementing remains to be done.  It remains to install culvert for the caver parking lot, a pole for holding the gate keys, and the gate for Fly Cave, but plans for all of these are underway.  Fred Luiszer has done a great job spearheading the gate fabrication and installation.  He and Rick Rhinehart have a management plan negotiated with the landowner.
Groaning Cave

Ed LaRock is in the process of updating the waiver list.  There is a real possibility that the 2006 season may begin with a complete and accurate waiver list.  CCS has not been in contact with current Eagle District Ranger Cal Wettstein regarding Groaning and that should be done soon to maintain good relations with the Forest Service.
Elephant Mountain Caves/Mine


A complex web of federal, state, and private interests are beginning to focus on the Elephant Mountain Caves/Mines which Robert Congdon has been trying to operate as both a mining operation and tourist attraction.  Rich Rhinehart has been in contact with  Bill Westbrook (Aspen District Ranger) and Jerry Trout (USFS National Cave Specialist) about the situation.  It looks like CCS has the opportunity to make a positive contribution by completing a survey and assessment of the caves that was started some years ago.  Jerry will be in town March 10-11 and the CCS should meet with him to discuss how we might help.
Other topics


Current status of RonTom and Hourglass Caves

Current Representatives to CCS?  (has this changed after grotto elections?)
Colorado Grotto



Christa Schneider







Stuart Marlatt

Front Range Grotto



Dan Bryce







Carl Bern (CCS Chair)

Northern Colorado Grotto


Frank Leskinen







Jim Lawton

Southern Colorado Mountain
Grotto

Lee Fielder







LP Lawrence 

Timberline Grotto



Carey Hunter 







Charlie Zelenka


