Colorado Cave Survey Meeting Agenda

4pm October 21st, 2006
Glenwood Caverns Adventure Park

Cave Projects and Research in WRNF


There have been several requests to the Forest Service over the last year for cave-related special permits. Their volume and nature have been noted as unusual by the Forest Service. Carl Bern is starting work with Rich Doak (WRNF Caves Program) to formalize the way these requests are made and evaluated. The goal is to improve understanding between the caving community and the Forest Service.

Elephant Mountain Caves/Mines


We will have an update on the evolving situation at Elephant Mountain from Rich Doak of the Forest Service.
Groaning


We need someone to take over managing the waiver list, which is currently up to date. Jim Wilson may volunteer for this task. Marty Morey of the Colorado Cave Rescue Network has changed out the contents of the rescue caches in Groaning.

There have been conflicts recently over people building cairns to mark their route through the cave. Additionally, much of the survey flagging that used to help cavers navigate through the cave has disappeared over the years. Is there any interest in addressing these issues or are we happy with the status quo?
Abandoned Mine Closures in Aspen Area


Nine mine shafts or adits are slated to be closed in Aspen-Sopris Ranger District during 2007. All have been identified as a potential danger to the public and none have been recognized as significant bat habitat.
Dinosaur National Monument


There is the possibility of starting a new project in cooperation with the Park Paleontologist at Dinosaur National Monument to find and map caves there. It might be beneficial to organize this through the CCS to draw in cavers from across the state. Rick Rhinehart will have details.

Cave of the Clouds


There have been numerous reports of remnants of campfires and dead bats being found in Cave of the Clouds. Cavers have had encounters with a somewhat aggressive homeless person at the cave. He has also blocked the entrance periodically. Cyndi Mosch and Sonia Marzec (CDOW) of the Colorado Bat Working Group are looking into gating Cave of the Clouds and possibly two other caves in the area to protect the bats that live there. Cave of the Clouds is identified as a newly discovered C. townsendii maternity roost. Sonia is apparently contacting Glenwood Springs officials regarding the idea.

LaSunder Cave


The Memorandum of Understanding between the BLM and CCS has been signed. Hopefully, the management plan will be finalized at this meeting. The cave is open for trips. Some information is available on the CCS website and as soon as the plan is finalized the website will be fleshed out with everything necessary for trips to occur. 

Randy Macan led a trip this summer and installed a fresh lock and new register. Unused concrete from the gating project still needs to be removed from the entrance.
Fly and Marble Caves


The caves are open for visits, information is available on the CCS website. The gate for Fly Cave is being fabricated.

Red Mountain Ranch Gypsum Karst


Dave Levy led a dig trip to try to pursue the air in the downstream end of White Water Cave. It is difficult to make much progress due to the low ceiling and stream running through the passage. There are no concrete plans to push the cave further or do other work on the property in the immediate future.
Other topics


Cavers are welcome to bring up additional topics that are not on the agenda.
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