2930 E 14th Ave
Denver CO 80206
(303) 399-3449

August 26, 1992

Dear |

I received your inguiry about the Colorado Cave Survey.
Enclosed is some material that might be of interest. Our focus
is somewhat different than what you seem to be considering. Our
political focus was not the original intent, though. It Jjust

‘happened. Having virtually all our caves on Federal lands is

certainly a factor.

The letter to Evelyn Bradshaw gives some of the history of
the Survey. Also gives a sample of some of the petty political
posturing that can happen. "

Basically the Survey is a coalition of the organized caving
groups in the state, who all are Internal Organizations of the
NSS. I don't know if that is suited to your situation in
Illinois.  Getting everyone to agree that the effort is
worthwhile and providing reassurance that they will be involved
is a good foundation and provides access to existing resources.

I know of at least a half dozen Colorado cavers who have
"secret" caves. "Secret" in the sense that they have not been
written up yet. I don't think this is any real criticism of-the
Survey. The need to have a secret is often a basic human thing,
as is the need to share a secret. If things there are like here,
you will have to address the guestion of confidentiality. It is
not an issue that has been pushed here. I don't feel that the
goal of having complete files is sufficient justification to
cause divisions and generate bad feelings among cavers. Frankly

if there is no trust, there will be no reports.

I don't think rechecking the same ground is necessarily a
bad thing. It is real easy to miss something, especially a crack
or blowhole that may be susceptible to pick and shovel. While
caves are fairly stable, entrances can come and go in a season
from erosion and fill. We have lost one cave entrance here in
Colorado to a land slide. It had originally been opened by
prospectors many years ago. The slope 1is so altered is not
really clear where one would start digging. As we diggers



believe--caves are common, it is entrances that are scarce. I

also think you will find caves will be remapped even if maps are
not lost. Cave cartography is evolving. Common practices of

fifteen years ago are no. longer acceptable. Quality control of

survey teams in the cave is always a problem. Some errors become
obvious only after the map is put to use.

Generally; our policy on access to cave files it that they
are open to cavers of good reputation and researchers with a
need. Inguiries from Scout troops and such are deal with by

. referring them to well known and well used caves suited to their

purpose or to the Cave of the Winds which has both regular show

cave facilities and a "wild" cave tour. Known mineral collectors .

are given a lecture and nothing more. We have a Colorado Grotto
member who knows who most of then are. Getting a membership list
of local gem and mineral clubs is a good defensive strategy.
Might be worth the price of joining. If in doubt, I send the
matter to the Survey Chairperson. As I noted above, virtually
all our caves are on Federal land. The Federal Cave Protection
Act is going to force us to face the question of information
sharing in a whole new way. There' is much apprehension here
about that law and its potential for problems. ‘

Costs of the Survey have mainly been trivial and covered by
the individual maintaining them. If there were a major need, I
imagine it would be referred to the member Grottos.

" I hope this is useful. Let me know if we can be of further
help.

Sincerely,

Bill Yett, NSS 3604



2630 © 14th Ave.
Denver, CO 802095
{303} 399-3449

August 19, 1591

Dvelyn 3radshaw
1732 Byron St. -~
Zlexandra VA 223(03-2426

Dear Evelyn,

? When we last talked you noted that the Colorado Cave Survey
i was somewvihat different than other state surveys. I made a mental
note to write sometime on the peculiar histery and functlon of
-the Survey. The time has come and it will help me sort out soinc
thoughts of my own. ' -

‘ - The Colorado Cave Survey was my suyggestion. It was around
i 968 or 1969. I had just returned to Colorado after a stint as a
’ aderal embloyee in D.C. Regional, state, and even county cave

; . surveys ware very popular back there at the time. I drafted
i the Survey charter and served as chair for its first years. The
% catalyst for the Survey was the discovery of Groaning Cave.
; Croaning became the state's largest cave by a wide margin. It
| had shown that promise from the start.

Groaning was found by a student caver from the Colorado
School oI ?ines, John Pollack. The initial exploration wvas by
Student Grott cavers fron thcre and Colorado State University

ssdipdsrrivaeer et 3 at Fort Collins. They, éiﬂ

P

; ; ntion of selected Colorado Grott

f C: s T oblem vas to reccgnize and encourage
§ the student groups, phase in the  greacer rasocurces of the
i ”Establishment” Grotto, and do it so no one felt pushed out,

: hrcolatenad or unwelcome. ) :

g The Colorado Cava Survey vas a structural ansver. All three
grottos were a2gqual acabzrs. The Survey naascd coordinators for
the GSroaning area, the cave itself, and an overall Chair. 2ll
ardointizents and ajor decisions  had  to  be . unanimous  and
Jacision- naL' ; was Dy consensus. The Survey guickly established
r2latcions witn tne US Tor

est Zervice and worlaed out cooverative
~ranageaent and protection for Creaning Cave.

Tt woriad out sreooty well znd tae arrancemencs for Croaning

; s - -~
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i it tne Torast Servica avl enuuaran ol a2 sresont. A somewihat
;
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: rocciiul  state wide caving conweunity developed. Loyaltizs ot



plurred and the Forest Service aﬁprec1auec ‘having a 51ngle group
to deal with. There was one unfortunate trauma, aowever,
suffered by the Colorado Grotto. Some lifz style issues arose as
2 result of the youthiul infusion and a number of older cavers
withdrew £rom the Grotto. In spite of that, many of us remexber
that time as a golden agz for Colorade cavers. In addition to
Groaning Cave we ranged from Montana to deep into liexico and did
some fine caving.

The Survey does maintain a set of open files. The historic
1950-60's files of the Colorado Grotto were copied and became the
core of the Survey files. It was our optimistic conviction back
then that the state's cave potential had hardly been scratched.
i7e prepared a cave report form suitable for computer entry and
set up files for each Grotto. A number of new caves were found
near Groaning but there was no deluge of discoveries. o other
comparable cave arca uas found in the state. In spite of a lot
of ridgewalking and rescently, digging, new discoveries are few
and short. Frankly, between Lloyd Parris's book and back issues
of grotto periodicals, there is 1little of interasst in Coloraco
that is not now in print. Ixcept for Donald Davis, there is
little 1ncedslty left in the o0ld concern here about sccrecy and
publishing.

The old student grottos dissolved in time. Other, regular,
grottos were charterasd in Colorado and became Survey nembers. The
Survey's charter was rewritten in the eighties. The Survey
performed its main functions well--being a forum for cooperative
action and a central voice to authorities for state-wide caver
interests. That is, except for a few episodes.

Several times recently, we have had individuals come to the
Survey with proposals for management of a specific cave or area
that they wished to have enéorfed By ‘“management,” of course,
they are asling that access e limited or controlled regarding
the cave or area. Iiot surorlglng, it was the roponent
who was pivotal in deciding access. ihen thmy ¢id not get edactly
vhat they wanted, they went off in an efifiort to wake their owun
a“*ﬁxgement with the land control agency. In at least one case
the 1npress ion was left thesy were representing the Survey.

' A current problem is about a cave called Lasunder or
7all 'in the lole Cave. Mo nead to go into details. MHepzfully,
again, the Survey .ay e useful in avoiding a divisive battle.
At this point, the factions are trying to gain advantage through
the Survey rather than find a generally acceptable settlement.

The Tureau of Land lanageaent, the resoonsible TFederal Landlord,
secas to orefer to work with the Survey and has sent a draft
"risporandua of Understanding® to the Survey. That probably will
b2 0X with everyone on this side of the Centinental Divide. The
Tiaberline Crotto would prefer that custody be awarded to them.
3ut their attitude has consistently been that the Uest Slope



belongs to thea.

I have wondered  at times if thé existence of the Survey
itself has not influencing the political processes here. Every
GCrotto chartered in Colorado is entitled by the Survey
constitution to two votes regardless of size. I know there was
more to the founding of the. Front Range Crotto than this, but
having their own votes was very possibly a consideration for the
founding core group. The FRG has since taken a life-of its own,
though I still wonder if Denver nesds two grottos. To a large
extent, the attendance at both is the same people.

The recent metamorphosis of the Sangre cde Cristo Grotto is
interesting and may have some of these elements to it. As I

"understand the story, Gene Dover basically handed over Yhis"

Crotto to a nuaber of lMetro area cavers who have ‘reorganized”
it. It now has no fixed site or scheduled meetings, they 'nmeet
on cave trips", have no dues and only two elected officers-Chair
and Survey Representative. These are the two officers recognized
by the charter of the Cave Survey as the voting representatives
of any member grotto. I hear that no one has been able to reach
Gene in weeks. I noticed that in the last Members' Manual there
was no listing- for the Grotto, and only one NSS menmber in
Pueblo--Bruce Costa. I am enclosing a copy of Sangre de Cristo's
Membership 1list I Wwas given. Frankly,going over the 1list, it
looks to me like we now have a a third Denver area Grotto.

I have been told that Coclorado cavers have a national
reputation for being unusually intense about their political
nroblems. Is this accurate? The reputation, that is? Then too,

"I "hear that such political hassles are not uncommon elsevhere..

The fact that we have so many cavers and so few easily accessible
caves may be a part of the problem. However, if esveryone could
just deflate their egos a little, I think we could a2ll fit in the
caves available. - -

I do miss that past %golden age" when we all kxnew and
welcomed each other, caved together, and didn't cars who belonged
to wheat. )

Pat passed me her copy of the Spring “Social Scientist® and
I have found it most useful in sorting out my own response to
some of our problems. I intend to join that Section. Speaking
of ' such matters. I received from you a copy of Spel=san History.
las that a ¢litch in you coamputer, did I join and forget, or do
you want to exchange for The Diggers CGazette? I am enclosing the
first tvo issues of the Gazette and hope it is of interest.

Thanis for listening.

/@#’



